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BOSTON, MASS., May 28, 1897.
COL. FRED. D. GRANT, NEW YORK, N. Y.

Dear Sir: You will of course recall the fact that John
Russell Young, some months ago, made a public statement
in which he declared that he brought from Galena to Chicago,
during the session of the Republican Convention of 1880, a
letter from General Grant in which he gave specific directions
to Conkling, Cameron, and Boutwell to withdraw his name
as a candidate from the convention. Some months ago I had
some correspondence with A. R. Conkling, and also with
yourself, in regard to the contents of the letter written by
General Grant. Mr. A. R. Conkling sent me a copy of a
portion of a letter which, as he advised me, he had received
from you. A copy of that extract I herewith enclose. As
one of the friends of General Grant and as one of the persons
to whom bad faith was imputed by Mr. Young, it is my
purpose to place the matter before the public with such
evidence as I can command, for the purpose of showing the
character of the letter.

I wish to obtain from you such a statement as you are
willing to make, with the understanding that whenever the
case shall be presented to the public your letter may be used.

Aside from actual evidence tending to show that Young's
statement is erroneous, I cannot believe that General Grant
would have recognized as a friend either one of the persons
named, if his explicit instructions for the withdrawal of his
name had been made by him and disregarded by them.

Yours very truly,

GEO. S. BOUTWELL.

25 BASTED STREET,
NEW YORK, May 30, 1897.

My Dear Senator: I received yesterday your letter of May
28th, in which you asked me what I remember about a letter